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  Press Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

EMRC AgriBusiness Forum 2010 Preparations Underway
The AgriBusiness Forum 2010 National Organising Committee Joins hands to boost the African Agro-food sector
16 February 2010 

Following  the official announcement last November that Kampala, Uganda has been chosen as the host city for the 2010 edition of the AgriBusiness Forum.  EMRC Representatives and Ugandan Government officials met last week in Kampala at the inaugural gathering of the National Organising Committee (NOC).  
The direction of the Forum was the main topic of discussion at the NOC, attended by EMRC and Ugandan government representatives - led by the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries together with the Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry - and joined by stakeholders from USAID, Stanbic Bank, Uganda Investment Authority, and the Uganda Industrial Research Institute amongst others. 
AgriBusiness Forum 2010 is scheduled to take place from October the 3rd to the 6th 2010, the NOC serves as the engine of the forum and will be used as an effective means of keeping track of the preparations for the AgriBusiness Forum 2010. 
The NOC agreed upon the forum theme of “Food Security: a Business Opportunity”, casting the issue in a positive light and focusing on the opportunities it presents for the continent. “Food security should be viewed positively as it presents a formidable opportunity to create higher investments, especially in Africa.” Idit Miller, EMRC Managing Director commented at the conclusion of the NOC.    
The forum will also include EMRC’s tailor-made Business-to-Business sessions, which enable one-on-one cross -continental and inter-continental business introductions and partnerships between delegates, and serve to facilitate the implementation of project ideas and plans post the AgriBusiness Forum 2010. 
The programme featured next on the programme - the Forum’s sessions will all be drafted around the overall aim of boosting the African agro-food sector through the design, planning and implementation of diverse agricultural projects. This was followed by NOC confirming the current AgriBusiness 2010 sponsors: Rabobank, FAO, USAID and Stanbic Bank, with more in the pipeline. EMRC are actively seeking out additional sponsors and urge any interested organizations or businesses to get in touch for more information.  
The members of the National Organising Committee confirmed their delight at organising the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 in Uganda and encouraged the international, private and public organizations in the Agriculture sector to join forces and unite on the path to creating long-term sustainable partnerships for Africa in the agro business sector.  
The AgriBusiness forum 2010 will gather over 400 delegates from Africa, Europe, America and Asia, representing the private and public sector, international organisations, micro-financers, investors, bankers, agriculturalists, NGOs, project developers and owners and more.  
For further information, please contact:

Caterina Giulano

EMRC, AgriBusiness Forum Project Manager
Tel. : +32 2 626 1518
Fax : +32 2 626 1516
Brussels, Belgium

cg@emrc.be 


About EMRC

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.

About AgriBusiness Forum 
An annual business Forum that aims to contribute to the sustainable economic growth of Africa by further developing its agriculture and agro-food industry, with the expertise, experience and involvement of knowledgeable individuals and institutions. The event gathers  industry leaders, cooperatives, SMEs, Financiers, Government Officals, NGOs, Researchers, Int'l Organisations, Multinationals and Donors.
About the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries

The vision of the agricultural sector is: “A competitive, Profitable and sustainable Agricultural Sector” with the following objectives:
· Ensuring household and national food and nutrition security for all Ugandans.
· Increasing incomes of farming households in crops, livestock, fisheries and all other agriculture related activities;

· Promoting specialization in strategic, profitable and viable enterprises and value addition through agro zoning
· Promoting domestic, regional and international trade in agricultural products; and 
· Ensuring sustainable use and management of agricultural resources.

