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Press Release

EMRC Fosters Partnerships Between Africa & India
Brussels-based organisation, EMRC, to organise 1st agricultural Economic Mission to Hyderabad, South India
28 January 2010, Brussels 

Hyderabad, fifth largest city in India and home to several Centres of Excellence in biotech research and training, will host EMRC’s 1st Economic Mission Africa-India from Sunday 28th February to Friday 5th March 2010.  Among the few Indian cities where tradition and technology co-exist, Hyderabad is emerging as a city of significant business opportunities following large-scale expansion in the fields of Information Technology, Biotechnology, Agriculture and Business Management.  

The Economic Mission Africa-India will focus on Agricultural Equipment & Research, Soil and Water Conservation and Management, Biofuels, Post Harvest Management, Knowledge Parks and Seed Value Chain.  Striving to drive financing for agricultural and agro-based projects to Africa, the Africa-India Economic Mission highlights personalised business-to-business meetings h targeted financial organisations and entrepreneurs.    The Business Meetings, organised in collaboration with the Confederation of Indian Industries, are a suitable means to develop the agricultural industry by providing opportunities for loans.  Also featuring site visits and discussions with Indian heads of companies, the Economic Mission aims to encourage transfer of technology and know-how, as well as business collaboration and joint ventures between Africa and India.   The 35 African delegates will be immersed in the high-end agricultural technology of India.  
The five day Economic Mission will mark the continuation of a well-led partnership between Africa and India with the objective of boosting Africa’s agricultural sector through relationship-building, knowledge and skills-sharing.  The itinerary features up to seven field trips which include visits to research –institutes that promote farmer empowerment by providing technological innovation in agricultural equipment and processing techniques.  The group will get to learn how this innovation and technology has enabled Indian farmers to produce a superior seed quality and improve their irrigation systems and components, ensuring that yield is increased sustainably.  

“The Indian technological advancements in irrigation systems and in the agricultural sector in general have increased productivity by rising groundwater levels and green cover which have, on the other hand, increased incomes.  It is with great pride that we welcome our African counterparts in taking part in the Economic Mission Africa-India.”   Dr. William D. Dar, ICRISAT Director General.
Interested parties from African public and government bodies, as well as private organisations and entrepreneurs are urged to apply to secure their place in the delegation.
“When many parts of the world struggle against shortage of food, Africa is the place where production of food is easily feasible, but it requires better equipment and the right technology.  With India’s experience in the production of agricultural equipment and in the creation of innovative ways to explore agricultural land, India is the ideal place to organise our agricultural Economic Mission,” said Idit Miller, EMRC VP & Managing Director.  “It is only when the right partnerships occur that they persist,” she continued. 

While the delegation is limited to only 35 members, EMRC is confident that the 1st Africa-India Economic Mission will establish the groundwork for a long and fruitful collaboration, leading to many more missions in the future. 
For further information, please contact: 

Caterina Giulano

EMRC, Africa-India Economic Mission Project Manager

Tel. : +32 2 626 1518
Fax : +32 2 626 1516

cg@emrc.be 
  

About EMRC

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa in sustainable economic development and to drive regional change through partnerships.

