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1. EMRC International 
 
A non-profit International Association established in 1992 by Belgian Royal Decree, EMRC is an 
intermediary organization headquartered in Brussels and composed of a vast network of entrepreneurs, 
financiers, researchers, consultants and officials coming from over 100 countries worldwide. Our mission 
is to support the private sector of Africa and to promote the economic and trade relations North-South 
using promotional, networking and accompanying tools. We aim to expand business linkages worldwide. 
 
EMRC Business Forums and Economic Missions  

 
The annual EMRC Business Forums - “Agribusiness Forum” and “Africa Finance & Investment Forum” - 
aim to contribute to the development of contacts and to the sharing of expertise between delegates. The 
December 2007 “Africa Finance & Investment Forum” was held in Lisbon under the Patronage of the 
Portuguese Presidency of the European Union and was the only business forum preceding the political 
EU-Africa Summit. Participants came from Africa, Europe, the Middle East and the USA.  
 
“Agribusiness Forum 2008” will be held in Rome, in collaboration with FAO (the UN Food & Agriculture 
Organisation) and in partnership with multinationals, research institutes and international organizations. 
The forum will deal with “Innovation in the Agro-Industry as Engine for Growth and Wealth in Africa” and 
will present best practices and successful projects in the continent. The opening session will be led by Dr. 
Franz Fischler, former EU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development (1995 – 2004). 
 
EMRC organizes regularly Economic Missions, such as Africa-Israel Mission 2008. Participants become 
members of the EMRC International Business Network and receive information about the initiatives of the 
Organization, Publications and Reports. They also have an exclusive access to the profiles and contacts 
of companies / entities that are part of EMRC network. 
 
EMRC Business Development Services (BDS): We build your business bridges 
 
To follow up case studies and partnership proposals made during Business Forums and Trade Missions, 
EMRC offers tailor-made Business Development Services. One such example is a recent field study 
conducted on the European fruit and vegetable markets, which aimed to identify partners for African 
producers and concretize the imports of fresh fruit and vegetables. EMRC team conducted the study for 
one of its Senegalese members on the Spanish market.  
 
Another example is feasibility studies that will be conducted by Israeli experts in Katanga, DRC on maize 
and fish farming and financed by the Israeli government. 
 
EMRC’s multidisciplinary team offers personalized consultancy services in areas such as development of 
projects and business plans, management, training, facilitation in access to financing, partnerships, 
monitoring and information in new technologies, export-import and access to international markets. 
 
EMRC promotes fight against Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria  
 
For almost two decades EMRC has been fostering economic integration and business partnerships with a 
specific focus on Africa. In our daily pursuit of business linkages, we understand that the promotion of a 
thriving business sector in Africa should be integrated in broader social and economic development 
strategies. EMRC is a strong advocate of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDG). We are 
therefore proud to be partner to the private sector in the fight against Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
 
Dialogues – EMRC Magazine for the Developing World  
 
EMRC quarterly magazine features debates on topics that interest all members in our network, provides 
information on outstanding member organizations that set good practices in their field of activity and 
publishes promotional articles from members of the network. Dialogues magazine is distributed to a 
readership of some 100.000 composed of EMRC members, enterprises, banks, research institutes, 
government offices, embassies, international organizations and financial institutions from all over the 
world with a circulation of 20.000 copies. The April edition focuses on best practices and case studies on 
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finance and investment in Africa’s private sector and provides a summary of the Africa Finance & 
Investment Forum 2007. 

 
2. Summary Report - Economic Mission Africa-Israel 2008 
 
The third edition of the Senior Management Economic Mission Africa – Israel 2008 took place in Israel 
between 13th and 17th April 2008. The event was organized by EMRC in collaboration with MASHAV 
(Israeli Institute for International Cooperation of the Foreign Affairs Ministry), CINADCO (Centre for 
International Agriculture Development Cooperation of Israel), Export Institute of Israel, Chamber of 
Commerce Africa-Israel and the Company NaanDanJain.  
 
The Mission gathered 35 delegates from 6 African countries (Angola, Benin, Chad, DR Congo, Cote 
d’Ivoire and Mali), with a common interest in sectors of agriculture, agro-industry, livestock, rural 
development and finance. The objectives of the visit included identifying partners and experts for projects 
in Africa and learning from the Israeli experience how to develop the agriculture and attract investors..The 
networking with Israeli counterparts, the discussions and field visits during the five-day mission were very 
pragmatic and follow up activities are already programmed to concretize the discussions. 
 
 
Day One – CINADCO 
 
The official opening session of the Mission was led by Mrs. Idit Miller , Vice-President and Managing 
Director of EMRC and Mr. Zvi Herman,  Director of CINADCO, who presented the work developed by the 
Center and the cooperation projects between Israel and Africa. His message was clear: “CINADCO has 
been cooperating with African countries for fifty years and is interested to continue to do so in sectors in 
which Israel has a lead, in particular technology applied in agriculture and training”. Dr. Ilan Bijaoui , 
Managing Director of the International Business & Innovation Institute and member of EMRC Executive 
Committee presented the range of opportunities for the export of raw materials and commodities to 
specific international markets and the vital need of African countries to add value to these products by 
passing to agro processing. 
 
Mr. Itzhak Kiriati , Director of Agro technology at the Export Institute of Israel presented the institute and 
its activities aimed to assist the Israeli exporters and spoke about the need to stimulate the spirit of 
entrepreneurship in Africa. Mr. Jacques Revah , Deputy Director General of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, responsible for Africa presented a historical perspective of the cooperation between Africa and 
Israel and concluded by advocating for a closer cooperation between governments and private sector 
from Africa and Israel.  
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Day Two – Conference & B2B Meetings  

The conference began with a welcome speech from EMRC Managing Director, Mrs. Idit Miller , who 
presented the initiatives developed by EMRC throughout the last years and the events foreseen for the 
following months: Agribusiness Forum 2008, the partnership of EMRC with the French Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union, the Economic Mission to Bié, Angola, the European Development Days in 
Strasbourg and the 2008 edition of AFIF - Africa Finance & Investment Forum. 

After EMRC presentation, Mr. Doron Tamir,  CEO of The Standards Institute of Israeli (SII) highlighted 
the importance of Certification and Standardization in order to facilitate the access of African products to 
international markets. He stated that Certification allows final consumers to trust on the quality of the 
products they buy and informed that this Institute provides training courses in different areas of 
International Certification.  

The discussion on financial issues was introduced by Mr. Emmanuel Navon , Partner of the Navon-Levy 
Group, who pointed out the importance of local financial partnership as a way to attract foreign 
investment. The Conference continued with the interesting presentation of Mr. Gabi Nahum, from LR 
Group. He presented some of the projects that are being developed in Africa, namely “Aldeia Nova”, a 
cluster of agricultural villages that was set up by the Government of Angola in partnership with the Israeli 
Group. 

The Sales manager for Africa from NaanDanJain Irrigation Company, Mr. Gilbert Mettoudi  showed the 
main activities and the advanced irrigation systems they have developed over the past years. 
NaanDanJain develops, manufactures and sells advanced irrigation technologies, covering an extensive 
range of applications in open fields, orchards and plantations, greenhouses and nurseries, residential and 
landscape areas and industry.   
 
The African Delegates, Dr. Jesus Loge from Angola, Governor Ngyi Kasanji  of Eastern Kasai, DR of 
Congo and Paul Ngartelbaye from Chad presented their regions and country projects to the audience. 
Representatives from Israeli companies also had the opportunity to showcase their activities and 
demonstrated interest in the settlement of partnerships with African countries. After lunch, participants 
from Africa and Israel had the opportunity to meet one-on-one and to personally discuss their projects 
and objectives. The reactions were very positive and there were strong expectations that meetings would 
generate future partnerships. The day ended with a traditional middle-east dinner in Old Jaffa. 
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Day Three – Field Visits 
 
On the third day, the Delegation participated in a guided tour to Kibbutz Shefayim where CINADCO’s 
training centre is located. The group had the opportunity to experience the cooperative ideology of the 
Kibbutz and to ingest ideas for developing centers of excellence on agriculture in their own countries.  
 
CINADCO promotes training courses in different topics such as Irrigation Systems, Horticulture, Poultry, 
Economy, Management, Research and Development and, in partnership with EMRC will develop in 2008 
training courses in Israel and Africa with durations ranging from 2 weeks to1 month. 
  
After lunch Delegates visited a “milk cowshed” in Hof Hasharon, where they had the opportunity to see on 
the spot, the most advanced technology in dairy farming. In this farm, cattle are constantly controlled and 
monitored. All the Data collected is automatically updated and checked through advanced IT software.  
 
The day ended in the Mediterranean Village of Caesarea, where we visited the headquarters of Green 
2000. The Managing Director, Mr. Rafael Dayan  presented the “Turn key Projects” in agriculture offered 
by the Company in different countries all over the world. Eng° Pedro Silveira,  Director of Terra Verde 
Project in Angola was one of the members of the African Delegation and presented his vision of the 
Project which resulted from a partnership between Green 2000 and the Angolan Company Copinol, which 
holds the majority of the capital.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Terra Verde  
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Day Four - Field Visits 
 
 
During the morning, the participants visited an advanced system of Aquaculture in the Region of Beit 
She’an, with Mr. Itzhak Simon . Delegates had the opportunity to observe Israeli techniques in the 
intense fish production and possible ways of adapting the different systems in their own countries.  
 
Before continuing our trip to Kibbutz Magal, EMRC Managing Director, prepared a surprise for the 
participants – a short trip to the Jordan River near the Sea of Galilee. The participants submerged in the 
River and simulated the baptism ceremony held centuries ago by Jesus Christ – it was a unique and 
magic moment for all participants. 
 
Upon arrival to Kibbutz Magal, headquarter of Netafim, the Delegation was received by the Director for 
Africa Mr. Shavit Dahan. He showed the advanced technologies in agriculture developed by the 
Company all over the World and in the future …. even in space (Netafim was chosen to be one of the 
suppliers of the future Space Station). Participants visited greenhouses, simple and complex drip 
irrigation systems used in the production of, for example tomato, strawberries, flowers and fruits. 
Participants ate some of the fruits and everyone recognized the major advantages of drip irrigation when 
compared to traditional methodologies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Day Five - Jerusalem et Bethlehem 
 
During the last day, participants visited major religious spots in Jerusalem and Bethlehem.   
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3. Main Conclusions 
 

The Economic Mission Africa-Israel 2008 was a very important event for strengthening and concretising 
the relations between representatives of Public and Private sectors of Israel and Africa. During the five 
days, delegates had the opportunity to discover the different initiatives and efforts that are being 
developed by Israeli entities in order to overtake the difficult geopolitical and natural constrains of this 
young country. 

Israel is a country with a turbulent history and with strong obstacles in terms of natural resources, but the 
obstacles are constantly being transformed into opportunities. Confronted with a challenging nature, 
Israeli entrepreneurs have continuously developed highly advanced technological systems that place 
Israel in the world vanguard in terms of Agriculture.  

The presence of an African delegation with a recent history of independence and some difficult political 
and social obstacles allowed a productive exchange of ideas and pragmatic solutions that can be adapted 
in their countries.     

We consider the Mission as a starting point to the development of partnerships and projects that are very 
fruitful for those countries where projects will be implemented. EMRC will be actively involved in following 
up the contacts so as to ensure that the dialogue remains alive and lead to concrete/practical projects.  

The main messages that we would like to draw from the Mission are: 

- The participating African countries demonstrate high potential for concrete partnerships with 
Israeli entrepreneurs. 

- Israeli companies intend to work together with African partners with the commitment of delegating 
the ownership and the co-responsibility of the implementation of the projects to African entities.  

- Israel and Africa share common constraints at the level of political instability and hard natural 
conditions. Israel developed a strong entrepreneurial spirit, know-how and technological 
innovation. Israelis transformed difficulties into competitive advantages and one of the major 
examples is the scarcity of water resources which led to the development of advanced innovative 
irrigation systems. This is a good example to be followed all over the world. 

- In order to increase productivity, efficiency and competitiveness, countries should continuously 
observe other markets and do a benchmark of best practices in terms of international 
technologies (always respecting the environment).  

- It is essential that Countries develop their agro processing, adding value to their raw materials 
and commodities, incrementing their exports and gradually becoming less dependent on imports.  

- The major strength of a country is its Human Capital. We should motivate and promote through 
middle and high level training the future African Generations of entrepreneurs, business leaders 
and qualified technicians. Only with a strong Human Capital it is possible to have a sustainable 
economic and social development.  

Finally we would like to thank all African and Israeli delegates that made this Mission such a success. We 
invite you all to become EMRC Ambassadors in your countries and we sincerely hope to see you again in 
future international initiatives – Shalom! 

 

EMRC Team 

 

 


