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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Call for Entry: EMRC-RaboBank Project Incubator Award 
$15 000 Grand prize to be awarded at AgriBusiness Forum 2010
July 2010 - Brussels, Belgium:   Delegates attending the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 from the 3 – 6 October in Kampala, Uganda will be eligible to enter their development project ideas for the EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award. The US$15,000 grand prize will be awarded to the project proposal that best satisfies the entry criteria with a viable, dynamic project idea.

The EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award encourages development, innovation and entrepreneurship in the agro-food sector in Africa. From the entries received, a selection of candidates will be invited to present their projects during a targeted plenary session to an audience of potential partners and investors from Africa, Europe, USA, India and beyond. The $15 000 award will be presented at the Gala dinner of the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 to the entry that promises the highest level of economic and social impact for their immediate communities.
The AgriBusiness Forum 2010 is expecting over 400 participants to gather on the shores of Lake Victoria in Kampala and will focus on the hotly debated global concern of Food Security, examining the business opportunities the challenge presents for the African continent. The forum will address topics such as the role of the private sector in improving access to food and increasing sustainable agricultural productivity, pre and post-harvest intervention, commodities, inputs and private sector growth in Africa.

EMRC initiated the Project Incubator Award at the AgriBusiness Forum held in Rome in the spring of 2008. At the Africa Finance & Investment Forum held in Paris at the end of 2008, a US$10.000 prize was awarded to MUPECI, a Cameroonian microfinance institution for its Soya project. At the AgriBusiness Forum 2009 held in Cape Town the prize was increased to US$15.000 and the Winner was the Coopérative Générale de Sepingo of Côte d’Ivoire for their cashew nuts project. The Winner of the Project Incubator Award at the Africa Finance & Investment Forum 2009 was Derekop Ltd. of Uganda.

Interested candidates are invited and encouraged to register for the AgriBusiness Forum and to submit their sustainable business ideas that embody the inherent entrepreneurship and innovation of the African continent. 
The cutoff date for entries is the 1st of September 2010. Non-delegates interested in submitting a proposal must register for the AgriBusiness Forum as soon as possible – please visit our website: www.emrc.be for more information.
Competition: EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award 
Award Event: AgriBusiness 2010, 3 – 6 October, Kampala, Uganda

Organiser: EMRC International http://www.emrc.be 

For further information, please contact:

Caterina Giuliano

EMRC, AgriBusiness Forum Project Manager
Tel. : +32 2 626 1514
Fax : +32 2 626 1516
Brussels, Belgium

cg@emrc.be 
About EMRC

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.

RABOBANK 

Committed to improving the lives of underprivileged and disadvantaged groups of people by providing them with the opportunity to live full and independent lives, Rabobank Foundation is active in the Netherlands and in developing countries. The support provided focuses on enabling the development of small co-operatives located in rural regions and is provided through donations, loans, trade financing and technical assistance. In line with Rabobank’s own co-operative background, Rabobank Foundation focuses on establishing co-operative savings and loan systems with small farm holders and producer organisations.

About AgriBusiness Forum 
An annual business Forum that aims to contribute to the sustainable economic growth of Africa by further developing its agriculture and agro-food industry, with the expertise, experience and involvement of knowledgeable individuals and institutions. The event gathers  industry leaders, cooperatives, SMEs, Financiers, Government Officals, NGOs, Researchers, Int'l Organisations, Multinationals and Donors.
