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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

President of Uganda Yoweri K. Museveni to Open AgriBusiness Forum 2010
3rd – 6th October 2010, Kampala, Uganda

30th  July 2010 – Kampala, Uganda
EMRC is pleased to announce that President Yoweri K. Museveni of Uganda will officially open the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 on the 4th of October in Kampala. The President will discuss Africa's role in creating business opportunities out of the food security crisis and the importance of private and public parnerships in achieving this goal. 

The AgriBusiness Forum 2010 will be held from 3 to 6 October at the Munyonyo Commonwealth Resort and is organised by the Brussels-based non-profit organisation EMRC in partnership with and under the high patronage of the Government of the Republic of Uganda.  

The forum will gather more than 400 public and private sector representatives, entrepreneurs, academics, researchers, bankers, micro-finance institutions, farming organisations, NGOs, project developers and experts from over 60 countries worldwide to discuss the global concern of food security.
Uganda, the ‘Pearl of Africa’, was chosen as the host country for the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 following on from the succesful edition of the AgriBusiness Forum held in Cape Town, South Africa  in 2009.  Uganda’s abundant fertile land, regular rainfall, favorable climate and soil conditions have all contributed to its growing food production progress, making it a good example of an agriculture-based economy and the ideal venue for the AgriBusiness Forum.  The Forum will approach the current food security issue as a promising opportunity for Africa’s agri-business concerns and organisations throughout the continent to respond positively to the food security needs of Africa and other regions.  President Museveni will showcase Uganda’s achievement to date and encourage the forging of further public-private, south-south and south-north partnerships.
Putting a positive African spin on the Food Security situation, the delegates at the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 will address topics such as the role of the private sector in improving access to food and increasing sustainable agricultural productivity, pre and post-harvest intervention, commodities, inputs and private sector growth in Africa. Dedicated business-to-business sessions and business networking events will enable the delegates to meet and find synergy for their business ideas and projects, promoting partnership-building.  
To encourage further development, innovation and entrepreneurship in the agro-food sector in Africa,  participants will be eligible to enter their project ideas for the EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award. The US$15,000 grand prize will be awarded to the proposal that best satisfies the entry criteria with a viable, dynamic idea that uplifts and impacts their community.

A robust pan-African turnout is expected with government officials and ministers from around the continent  already confirming their attendance, leading strong business delegations. Along with Hon. Hope Mwesigye, Ugandan Minister for Agriculture, Animal Industry & Fisheries, and General Kahinda Otafire, Minister of Tourism, Trade and Industry, EMRC invites delegates from  Africa and around  the world  who share the common goal of boosting  the agro-food sector across the continent to the AgriBusiness Forum 2010.
About EMRC:
Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.

About AgriBusiness Forum :

An annual business Forum that aims to contribute to the sustainable economic growth of Africa by further developing its agriculture and agro-food industry, with the expertise, experience and involvement of knowledgeable individuals and institutions. The event gathers  industry leaders, cooperatives, SMEs, Financers, Government Officials, NGOs, Researchers, Int'l Organisations, Multinationals and Donors.


About the Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries

The vision of the agricultural sector is: “A competitive, Profitable and sustainable Agricultural Sector” with the following objectives:

· Ensuring household and national food and nutrition security for all Ugandans.

· Increasing incomes of farming households in crops, livestock, fisheries and all other agriculture related activities;

· Promoting specialization in strategic, profitable and viable enterprises and value addition through agro zoning

· Promoting domestic, regional and international trade in agricultural products; and 

· Ensuring sustainable use and management of agricultural resources.

Date: 3 – 6 October 2010

Venue: Munyonyo Resort, Kampala, Uganda

Website: www.emrc.be
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Please email pmm@emrc.be or sb@emrc.be for more information 
For more information:

EMRC International  Brussels, Belgium

Tel. : +32 2 626 1515 / Fax : +32 2 626 1516 / e-mail: info@emrc.be
www.emrc.be
