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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AgriBusiness Forum 2010 Opens 
Meeting Highlights Steps Required for Securing Food Security in Africa  

5 October 2010 – Kampala, Uganda

The EMRC AgriBusiness Forum 2010 was officially launched by the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Internal Affairs of the Republic of Uganda, Kirunda Kivejinja.  He was joined by the Prime Minister of Chad, Emmanuel Nadingar and Hope Mwesigye, Minister of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries of Uganda. 

In his address to the 400 plus delegates representing over 41 nations from 4 continents, Hon. Kivejinja welcomed investors to Uganda, encouraging them to take advantage of the favourable business climate and highlighting some of the incentives available.  He also touched on the fact that Africa has all the resources required to become the food basket to the world and he urged African nations to put their many under-utilised resources to use.
  

H.E Nadingar pointed out that Chad is in the phase of consolidating internal and external peace with the neighbouring countries and invited international organisations to take advantage of the abundance of opportunities opening up in Chad. In her welcome remarks, Minister Mwesigye called upon the delegates to take advantage of the opportunities offered up during the forum by putting their learnings into action and newly formed business relationships to work on their return.
  

The plenary sessions focused on the global demand for food and food security through commercialisation – beginning with a call to all the representing nation’s private sectors to upgrade the issue of food security. The presenters stressed that agriculture is one of the most important sectors of Africa’s economy where on average an important 70% of the population across all African nations depend on agriculture for their livelihood.  

Adding to this statistic, Susan Minae, FAO’s Agribusiness and Enterprise Officer based in Ethiopia, emphasised that “up to 60% of food commodities are produced, marketed and processed through the informal sector” yet these small-scale entrepreneurs’ voices are not being heard.  She explained that for the potential of SMEs to be maximised, better distribution networks are required, transaction costs need to be reduced and affordability created.  Anne Mbaabu of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) reminded the audience that while the demand for food is set to increase by 70% by 2050, food production in Africa has decreased significantly since 1960.  She thus urged for large-scale increases in agricultural investment to effectively lift people out of poverty.  

Presenting the technical address, Marco Ferroni from the Syngenta Foundation for Sustainable Agriculture noted that the private sector plays a very important role in the scaling up of agricultural productivity; and this requires the provision of a favourable business environment. He added that regardless of size and location, farmers need to embrace technology, information technology and mobile applications to improve agribusiness operations.  In the afternoon, two parallel workshops were conducted; one covering successful Agricultural initiatives in Africa and the other was geared at capacity building for innovative agribusiness.
The day ended with a Gala Dinner at which the EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award winners were announced.  Runner up winner, Everlyne Cherobon, was applauded for her Emeden project which promotes rural agribusiness and cottage industries through an integrated system of beekeeping, sunflower and aloe vera farming.  The winner of the 2010 EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award was Maria Odido for her Bee Natural Uganda project.  The project aims at processing carrot relish, carrot and pineapple jam. Maria Odido was delighted with her US$ 15,000 award and summed up the motivation of many of the AgriBusiness Forum participants, ‘It’s not my job, it’s my life’. The AgriBusiness Forum 2010 continues until the 6th of October 2010 in Kampala, Uganda. 

For further information, please contact:
Caterina Giuliano, AgriBusiness Forum Project Manager 
E-mail: cg@emrc.be
Tel: +32.2626.1515
About EMRC:

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.
About Rabobank:

Committed to improving the lives of underprivileged and disadvantaged groups of people by providing them with the opportunity to live full and independent lives, Rabobank Foundation is active in the Netherlands and in developing countries. The support provided focuses on enabling the development of small co-operatives located in rural regions and is provided through donations, loans, trade financing and technical assistance. In line with Rabobank’s own co-operative background, Rabobank Foundation focuses on establishing co-operative savings and loan systems with small farm holders and producer organisations.


About AgriBusiness Forum :

An annual business Forum that aims to contribute to the sustainable economic growth of Africa by further developing its agriculture and agro-food industry, with the expertise, experience and involvement of knowledgeable individuals and institutions. The event gathers  industry leaders, cooperatives, SMEs, financers, government officials, NGOs, researchers, int'l organisations, multinationals and donors.
Date: 3 – 6 October 2010

Venue: Munyonyo Resort, Kampala, Uganda

Website: www.emrc.be
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