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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Lisbon to host Africa-focused agricultural business forum
AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum – Boosting Agricultural Innovation in Africa
29 October 2010 – Brussels, Belgium:
Following on from the success of the AgriBusiness Forum 2010 held in Kampala earlier this month, and in the framework of its international activities to strengthen partnerships towards the advancement of the agricultural sector in Africa, EMRC is honoured to announce the first edition of the AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum. Co-organised by EMRC and the Portuguese Industrial Association - Business Confederation (AIP-CE), the forum will be held in Lisbon, Portugal from 20 to 21 January 2011, in conjunction with the AGROTEC Fair.
“The AGROTEC fair has been running for a number of years in Lisbon - last year they saw over 20 000 visitors  – in 2011 we hope to add value to such a prestigious agri-business focused event by turning the spotlight on Africa and bringing the right people together to discuss how to do better, more innovative agricultural business in Africa”.  Idit Miller, Vice President and Managing Director, EMRC
EMRC’s objective is to contribute to the sustainable growth and development of the agro-food and agro-industry sectors across Africa through the promotion of inter and intra-continental business partnerships.  For the 300 delegates expected from the private and public sectors of Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, Asia and the USA, the AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum will serve as a platform to debate current agricultural trends, focusing on the core theme of how to boost agricultural innovation in Africa.

The organisers expect a wide range of delegates to attend, from entrepreneurs and farmers to development organisations, micro-finance institutions, researchers, bankers, farmer organisations, NGOs, project developers, donors and agricultural experts from around the world.  The guest country of this year’s AGROTEC Fair and the International Business Forum is Angola.
“We encourage business collaboration and public-private partnerships within the continent and between Africa, Europe, the USA, the Middle East and Asia.  We bring together entrepreneurs, financiers and officials from many different countries to one place.  The AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum provides a key opportunity for people interested in doing business in Africa, to convene and discuss their needs and also how we can leverage innovation in the way agriculture is approached across Africa.”  Idit Miller, Vice President and Managing Director, EMRC.  
A 20% early bird reduction on registration fees is offered to delegates up to the 15th of November 2010. For further information and to download the programme, please go to www.emrc.be 
For more information on sponsorhip and speaking opportunities, please contact:

Inês Bastos
EMRC Project Manager
Tel. : +32 2 626 1518
Fax : +32 2 626 1516
Brussels, Belgium

ib@emrc.be 
For media queries, contact Sarah-Jane Boden – Media and Communications Manager (sb@emrc.be) 
or Prody Mwemena (pmm@emrc.be) 


About EMRC

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.

About AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum 
The AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum is organised in conjunction with the AGROTEC Fair held in Lisbon.  The AGROTEC Fair showcases the latest agrarian innovations by displaying the most advanced machinery and agro-equipment.  The 2011 edition of the AGROTEC –EMRC International Business Forum is the first that is organised in collaboration with EMRC and will welcome people from around the world.  The AGROTEC-EMRC International Business Forum serves as a platform to debate the current agricultural trends, bringing together representatives from the private and public sector from Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and the USA.
About the Portuguese Industrial Association – Business Confederation (AIP-CE)
AIP-CE was established in 1837. AIP-CE’s mission is to support business development and the modernisation and competitiveness of Portuguese enterprises in the context of the global economy, with an emphasis on partnerships and networks, entrepreneurship, internationalisation, innovation, qualification, technology and knowledge. With a multi-sectorial approach, AIP-CE interacts with several public and private partners, both national and international (BUSINESSEUROPE, UEAPME, AICO and CIAC, BIAC of OECD...) disposing of a territorial network of 12 Regional Business Associations with whom it develops privileged relations.
