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Growing Partnerships for Africa



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Minister António Serrano turns his sights to African Agribusiness

Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of Portugal to attend Lisbon forum 
17 January 2010, Brussels, Belgium

This week Lisbon will be abuzz with over 250 agribusiness experts from all over the world  in town to attend the AGRITEC ID-EMRC International Business Forum 2011 taking place at the International Fair of Lisbon (FIL) on the 20 – 21 January.  The forum will be opened by the Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries of Portugal Mr. António Serrano along with the Portuguese Industrial Association (AIP) President, Comendador  Rocha de Matos and Idit Miller from EMRC, the Brussels-based organisation behind the event. 
The inaugural AGRITEC ID – EMRC International Business Forum 2011 will focus on ways of boosting innovation in the agricultural sector throughout Africa in a bid to boost Africa’s global agribusiness potential.  With a strong focus on the Portuguese speaking countries in Africa and a special session on Angola, the forum is made up of plenary sessions and workshops that address several relevant topics including: boosting the private sector, creating market access, commercial agriculture, growing agriculture through innovative finance and encouraging regional trade. The speakers at the event will present case-studies and success stories that give ammunition to accelerating agribusiness across Africa and delegates will be invited to take part in several discussions and debates.  

Delegates representing multinationals, financial institutions, SMEs and governments worldwide involved in the agro-food, agri-business, and sustainable development sectors will be able to network face-to-face during the dedicated B2B sessions taking place on the second day of the forum. Organised by the Europa Institutet, a Swedish-based organisation, each registered participant is provided with a timetable outlining the business meetings set up for them according to their specific networking needs and requests submitted on registration. 

EMRC International, AIP and their partners the Food and Agricultural Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), the Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA), KPMG, the Industrial Association of Angola (AIA), the International Trade Centre (ITC) ,INSEAD Business School, Amiran Kenya, The Alliance for Commodity Trade in Eastern and Southern Africa (ACTESA) and The Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA) urge all parties involved in doing agribusiness in Portugal and Africa to join them. 
“2011 looks to be another promising year for agribusiness in Africa, we are already seeing positive results of all the work that has been done and the investments that have been made to date in agribusiness across the continent - the future looks bright. We are delighted to have Minister António Serrano join us in setting the tone for agribusiness 2011 in Portugal. We look forward to a succesful forum in Lisbon that provides the ideal environment for agribusiness experts to network and grow their agribusiness expertise. Make sure you join us in Lisbon.” Idit Miller, Vice President and Managing Director of EMRC.

To register for the AGRITEC ID – EMRC International Business Forum please visit www.emrc.be 
For more information on participation and meeting opportunities, please contact:
Inês Bastos
EMRC Project Manager
Tel. : +32 2 626 1518
Fax : +32 2 626 1516
Brussels, Belgium

ib@emrc.be 
For media queries, please contact Prody Mwemena Mumba (pmm@emrc.be) 


About EMRC

Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world. EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.

About AGRITEC ID-EMRC International Business Forum 
The 2011 edition of the AGRITEC ID –EMRC International Business Forum is the first that is organised in collaboration with AIP and will welcome people from around the world.  The AGRITEC ID-EMRC International Business Forum serves as a platform to debate the current agricultural trends, bringing together representatives from the private and public sector from Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Latin America and the USA.
About the Portuguese Industrial Association – Business Confederation (AIP-CE)
AIP-CE was established in 1837. AIP-CE’s mission is to support business development and the modernisation and competitiveness of Portuguese enterprises in the context of the global economy, with an emphasis on partnerships and networks, entrepreneurship, internationalisation, innovation, qualification, technology and knowledge. With a multi-sectorial approach, AIP-CE interacts with several public and private partners, both national and international (BUSINESSEUROPE, UEAPME, AICO and CIAC, BIAC of OECD...) disposing of a territorial network of 12 Regional Business Associations with whom it develops privileged relations.
