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Press Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


EMRC calls key players to partner for the Agribusiness Forum 2011 as Africa’s Agri-Food sector becomes pivotal for global policies.

Private sector partnerships viewed as key to ensure success for Africa’s Agri-Food sector as EMRC launches AgriBusiness Forum titled “Engaging the Private Sector for Africa’s Agri-Food Growth”. 

1st July 2011, Brussels, Belgium


EMRC International’s annual AgriBusiness Forum will be held this year in Johannesburg, South Africa from 16-19 October 2011, bringing together the sector’s major figures, international experts, industrialists, financiers, donors and bankers, SMEs, small holders as well as international organisations and civil society partners to address current  agribusiness issues, encourage dialogue and best practices and enable business partnerships for Africa’s Agri-Food sector growth. 

With over 500 professionals expected to attend, the AgriBusiness Forum 2011 is an opportunity to ensure that the appropriate message and vision is established for the sector’s future development by a unique and international gathering of experts. Considered one of the meetings of the year in Africa, the Forum is an important opportunity for businesses to share with other concerned players their message and ambitions for Africa’s Agri-Food sector.

Today, the world’s attention is focused on the growing potential of Africa’s vast agricultural heartland and the need to ensure the sector’s sustainable and long-term growth. “EMRC has always encouraged the development of Africa’s agriculture through the active and sustainable partnership of the private sector. The AgriBusiness Forum 2011 is part of the global view that through private and public coordination, the continent’s agricultural sector can generate much needed food for the world’s growing population and increase agricultural income for African economies,” explains Idit Miller, VP & Managing Director at EMRC International. 

Africa contains some 60% of the world’s uncultivated arable land. Through the fostering of the private sector Africa has the potential to double its cereal yields and grow an extra 100 million tons of food a year. This would be roughly equivalent to adding another US corn belt to world food production, helping moderate world food price increases, allowing Africa to become a region of major food surplus and helping eradicate hunger and poverty[footnoteRef:1]. The vision for Africa’s agriculture must include smallholder farmers and encourage investment in a variety of sub-sectors such as: building capacity and encouraging entrepreneurship across the entire market chain, not just in farming: in processing, providing credit, selling seeds and fertilizer, trading and retailing, and in exchanging technology. [1:  http://www.agra-alliance.org/content/news/detail/1254/] 


Parallel to the essential function of the private sector, the role of civil society is also imperative to ensure a balanced and sustainable development.  Through the participation of civil society, the voices of millions of medium and smaller businesses can be heard and understood. It is EMRC’s mission this year to encourage, large companies and SMEs, chambers of commerce, associations and member organizations to join the growing trend in balancing private sector know-how and long-term commitment and sustainability.  





“This is why the AgriBusiness Forum 2011 is so important for the Agri-Food sector. A variety of people, all linked to the growth of Africa’s agricultural sector are coming together and establishing coherent and practical goals for the sector. The potential and growth for the Agri-Food sector with the private sector has become evident and ambitious,” adds Caterina Giuliano, EMRC Senior Programme Manager.

It is essential that the vision, goals and best practices of all private sector players are heard, understood and explained through roundtable discussions, business meetings, the Market Place and networking gatherings. A common understanding and a common vision will support a common ambition for long-term growth.

The guiding rational behind EMRC International’s vision is that Africa’s private sector must be the key to developing the continent in order to ensure sustainability and long-term growth. “This is where EMRC plays a central role – we have a wide network of people at the ground-level, who are heading the Agri-Food sector’s transformation across Africa. Bringing together international organisations and EMRC members is critical if we are going to implement policies which are relevant and functional for the people working within the sector,” adds Idit Miller.


To register for the AgriBusiness Forum please visit www.emrc.be 


For more information on partnership and speaking opportunities, please contact:
Caterina Giuliano, EMRC Senior Programme Manager
Tel.: +32.2626.1514 
Brussels, Belgium
cg@emrc.be 

For media queries, contact Jessica Frommer – Media and Communications Manager (jf@emrc.be) tel: +32.2626.1517
or Prody Mwemena (pmm@emrc.be) tel: +32.2626.1510





About EMRC
EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships.
Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world
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