[image: ][image: C:\Documents and Settings\IM\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\UNDP_Logo_Large jpeg.jpg][image: Z:\DATA\WP51\Award.Agr11\Logos\EMRC_AGRIBUSINESS_2011_HR.png]	


	

Public Service Announcement
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

17th August 2011, Johannesburg, South Africa

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and the European Marketing Research Centre (EMRC) will jointly host the AgriBusiness Forum 2011 entitled “Engaging the Private Sector for Africa’s Agri-food Growth” from 16th to 19th October 2011 in Johannesburg, South Africa. 

The key aim of the AgriBusiness Forum 2011, which is the biggest agribusiness forum in Africa, is to generate public and private sector partnerships for Africa’s agricultural and food sector and to highlight the importance of small farmer inclusion in large value chains. Special attention will be given to best practices and successful projects.
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Agriculture and food sector
 
Africa
2/3 people in Sub-Saharan Africa are employed in agriculture
Growth in agriculture is twice as effective in reducing poverty compared to growth in other sectors
Has a major impact on job creation and achievement of the MDGs
Demand in local and regional urban food markets across Africa is expected to jump from US$50 billion in 2000 to US$150 billion in 2030
)This year’s Forum is co-organized by UNDP and EMRC, in collaboration with the FAO and Rabobank. It will bring together around 500 delegates from public and private sectors, regional entities, small holders, development partners and civil society working in the agri-food sector. The Forum will be opened by South Africa’s Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Tina Joemat-Pettersson.

For the last four years, the AgriBusiness Forum has focused on providing a platform for the private and public sector to come together to support sustainable and long-term growth within the continent’s agricultural sector. The organisers uphold the vision that Africa’s agribusiness has enormous potential which can be developed through ‘Inclusive Agriculture’ and ‘Inclusive Business Models’.

The Forum will combine plenary sessions, technical workshops, pre-organized One-on-One business meetings and a Market Place exhibition. The Forum culminates to a high level Public Private Dialogue on Inclusive Growth in the agri-food sector, bringing together public and private sector, regional entities, small holders, development partners and civil society. The dialogue covers key policy issues and discusses how the private sector can play a greater role in inclusive and sustainable agriculture development programmes. The dialogue is expected to lead to a declaration on inclusive agribusiness development in Africa.

Also featuring at the four-day session will be the EMRC-Rabobank Project Incubator Award, an initiative launched in 2008 to encourage innovation and entrepreneurship. The winner of the Award will receive a cash prize of US $15,000.00 sponsored by the Rabobank Foundation.

To register for the AgriBusiness Forum visit www.emrc.be  

For more information on sponsorship and speaking opportunities, please contact:

Tomas Sales						Caterina Giuliano
UNDP African Facility for Inclusive Markets Manager 		EMRC Senior Programme Manager	
Tel.: +27 11 603 5010					Tel.: +32 2626 1514
Johannesburg, South Africa 					Brussels, Belgium	
tomas.sales@undp.org					cg@emrc.be
www.undp.org/africa/privatesector 				www.emrc.be

For media queries, please contact:

Maureen Mundea, UNDP 					Jessica Frommer, EMRC
UNDP Regional Communications Adviser 			Media and Communications Manager
Tel.: +27 11 603 5513					Tel.: +32 2626 1517
Johannesburg, South Africa 					Brussels, Belgium	
maureen.mundea@undp.org				jf@emrc.be



About EMRC
EMRC's mission is to lead the private sector in Africa to sustainable economic development and to drive regional change via partnerships. Established in 1992 in Brussels, EMRC is a non-profit International Association composed of a network of entrepreneurs, financiers, consultants and officials based throughout the world.
Follow us on Twitter[image: ] Facebook[image: ]  LinkdIn [image: ]   YouTube [image: ]   and Flickr[image: ] 

About UNDP
UNDP is the UN's global network to help people meet their development needs and build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working as a trusted partner with Governments, civil society and the private sector to help them build their own solutions to global and national development challenges. Further information can be found at www.undp.org. 
Follow us on twitter [image: ]and facebook [image: ]
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